WE WON'T SIT STILL

Woe won't settie down. WE
WON'Y SHUT UP OR GIVE

up. We're up in arms and we

are not backing down/!

Hovember 1994, New %ort

he past year has heen hot
and happening for the
.Avengers: '[on't Be A
Turkey!" demanded Lesbizn
Avengers in November ‘33 as we
hand delivered a Thanksgiving
wrkoy dressod in a Lesbian Avenger
[-Shirt to Board of Education
Chancellor Ramon Cortinez. Ve
just won't quit when it comes Lo
including lesbian fives in school
cusriculum. . . or when it comes 1o
slnbhing ghusive lesho-phobic
misogyaist cops. When a lesbian
was assaultad by & enp in Queens,
Avengers joired 1n prosests o iet the
arecing knowe: "Homaphobic cops
hewgrn!"

aking advantaqge of the
-I_ Oecember ‘33 shopping

crowds, L eshian Avennas
sathersd i midiovn Manhatian foe
some seasanal subversive frolicking.
Standing on sireet cornes Avengers
sang subverted /perverted
Christmas carnls and Hannukah
songs such as: "Lesho Lesbo Lesbo
she woke up onz day to find she
was a home and alt hier fiends were
gay." After being thrown aut of
Trump Towers we continued our
carofing down 1o Rnckefeller Canter
whee we impressed the ciowds
with our flaunting of leskian holiday
cheer. And as the dykes of Sister
Spririt in Ovett Mississippi wee
threatensd and narassad by local
homiphobes, New York Avergers
joined other chapters in sending
financial suppan. One NYG Avenger

trekked down 10
hefy our southiern
sisters in the
struggle for lashian
survival.

YKE LOVE!

DYKE POWER! Avenger

Super Dykes ushered in 1994
Dy siciming Mayer Rudoph
Giuliani's inauguration, floating 3
banner above the crowd demanding:
"Save Gotham: DYKES TAKE
ACTION." Continuing in full force,
the Lesbian Avengers declared Ninfa
Segarra, Giuliani's newly appeinted
lesbn-phobic deputy mayor of
education and community relations,
their next target. Avengers invaded
Ninta's beauty sleep by serenading
her autside her Queens home on
Midnite, Valentine's Eve. The naxt
tay, lipssmacking lustu! lezzips
threw kisses at passershy, waltzed
with their sweetigs, and handed out
Hoershey kisses that said: "You've
Just been kissud by a feshian," for
rish-haur Valentine's visibility in
Grand Central Station. Avengers
succegding in hanging from the
windows of Grand Central huge
letiers exclaiming: "DYKE LOVE."

e won't give up, back

down or run away.

We'll he there every
year, every time. Again, on St
Patrick's Day, Avengers were
arrested with the lrish Leshian and
Gay Organization (ILGO) 1 protest
the Ancient Order of Hibemians
axclusion of their gueer krish sisters
and brothers ‘rom the largest St.
Patrick's Day parade in the
country. When a dyke was fired
from her Jok for being an ow proud
lesbian, Avangers taok action. We
burst into the upstairs offices,

leafletting and
cariied signs
outsida the stars

during lunch haur,

letting 1hem know that
“Bigotry is Bad

Business" and we won't be

complacent in the face of
discimination. At the New Yark
Easter Perade Leshian Avangers
wearing festive Easter bonnets gave
out Easter Eggs bearing the
Avenger logo, and cards reading
"You've just been faid by a
Leshian "

atil there is na rape, we

wan‘t stop fighting for

justice. Just after an African-
American leshian was raped in
Prospect Park near Park Slope ak.a.
"Dyke Slopa," Loshian Avengers
joined with the New York Anti-
Violznce Project in a powerful
march to protest violence
against leshians. When the Daily
News ran & smear campaign, with
articles claiming that the rape had
bsen made up as a ploy 70 get more
leshian press, the Avengers
descended upon the Daily News
offices. We wan't let women-
hating, dyke-hating journalists
tell our stories, distort our
truths.

traight feminists who

ignore leshians are

shooting themselves in the
head. Lesbian Avengers, refusing to
be left behind, silanced, sacrificed of
oppressed by the glohal feminist
movement infiltrated and ek over
the April 30th United Nations
Jevelopment Fund For Women
{UNIFEM) berefit. In a dramatic
display of leshian power Avengers
o controt of the mictophone and

lambasted Unifem for their
disregard of lesbian lives. (Oh no, so
sad, The Lesbian Avengers have
been permanently bamned from UN
property. Bao Hoo.)

€ won't sit back, we're

fighting back-hack

against the right. The
New York Leshian Avengers
commitment ta fighting for feshian
civid fights and survival nation-wide
continued as the Leshian

Avengers Civil Rights Organizing d

™

Project (LaCROP) planined its next
moves. Four New York Avengers hit
Tueson for a week of working with
local queer aclivists 1¢ strategize
ways to fight the right - who were
trying to put an anti-leshian and gay
nitiative on the Arizora ballot. The
New York Avengars spoke at a
community forwm on 1)rassroots
arganizing, in addition t0 halping the
new Tuscon Avenger chapter by
sharing New York Avager history,
brainstarming actions &nd passing
nn the Avenger fire-eating tradition.

e are Fed Up. Wa Are

Up In Arms. We are

Creating A New World
Order. Baginning with the Luzens
Pde March, Avengers hit the streets
in June, calling on dy<ss to take
back our rights, take back our straets
and join leshians from across the
world for the Intemat.onal Dyke
March. As NYC Aven jars pofished
their big black boats and dusted off
their bullhorns, teshians from acrnss
the world made their way 0 New
York City for the largest
international gathecing of
leshians ever. With typical New
Yok lesbian hospitafi'y, the NYC
chapier "adopted" A engers from
across the natien {including all thase




cute dykes coming from the North
and South Leshian Avengsr Pride
Rides) and celebrated their arival
with a Marshall/Fire-ating Training
and Potluck,

housands of Angry Dykes

Can't Be Wrong and Won't

Give In. Ever. On Saturday,
June 25th, lesbians from around the
world shook New York in 2 record-
hreaking show of dyke strength
and solidarity at the Lesbian
Avengers International Dyke
March. Twenty thousand dykes
maiched with leshian vengeance,
as we seized the streets in the
I3rqest march an 5th Ave. without
a permit in 2E years. In
Washington Square, dozensaf =
gykes grabbed torches and
constmed the flames to the chant:
"Tre fire witl not consume us.
We take it and Make it Our
Own." The noxt evening; hundreds
af dykes danced up & storm at the
hottest dance party in town-the
Leshian Avenger Dyke Ball

t the Stonewail 25 March the

Leshian Avengers said: "Fuck -

Leshian Chic and Fuck
Straight-Acting Gay People
Begging For Acceptance.’
Launching a massive outieach
campaigr, Avengers distributed
thousands of the |esbian Avenger
Civil Rights Organizing Project
(LaCROP) "Out Agzinst tha Right"
Manifestos, as well gs the Lesbian
Avenger "Dyke Manifestes". With
rightwing attacks on nueers in zll
50 states, the Lesbian Avengers say:
"There's nowhere left te hide.
Now's the time to fight back and
fight forward."

e're telling our truths,

demanding the tsuths

be told. In August,
Avengers didn't sit by es the Alice
Austin Hobse Museum refused 1o
acknowledge that Austin, ture-of-the-
century leshizn photographer, was,
in fact, a lestian, or her h5-year

relationship with Gerrude Tate.
Uressed s lifeguards and camrying
nner tubes reading: "DYKE
PRESERVER' Lesbian Avengers
trestied @ museum reception, whare
we spoke to board members and
Yuests and saag: "npen up the
closet door, don't lie about her any
more."

Iso in August, the Lesbian
Avengers Civil Rights
Organizing Project sent
eight activists fulltime for
four months and a
dozen pan-ima to
Moscow, Idaho to
assist lneal
activists fight
the antilesbian
and gay
referenda slated

elections. While many anti-initiative
campaigns ask lesbians tg be
closeted the Avenqers say: "We
cannot fight from the ¢loset and
we will not sit in silence. We are
committed to building a grassronts
movement of visible out lesbians

and gay men from every income,

iace, region warking for real sooal
change."

vengers are everywhers.

Thare are now Avénger

chapters in Mascow and
Coevr d’Alene, ID. All the Avenger
chapters in northern ldsho have
worked together with LaCRUP to
bring some fabulous actions to their
region this fall. LaCROP and the
Palouse Avengers put on a
“Leshian and Gay Freedom
Picnie” at the Latah courty Fair
where there has been a history of
'esbian and gay bashing for the past
12 years. Handed out were
chocalate kisses with a note asking,
"How "bout a kiss instead?” on one
side and a demang 1o "Stop the

violence. Stap the hate” on the other .

side. Avengars also held a “dance-in”
ata local nightciub known for being
outrageously homophobic, helped

for the November -

the GLBA at the Univ. tdaho hand
out pink tiiangles for National
Coming Out Day, started a focal
Lesbian Avengers radio show,
lielped show and distibute tie
ocally produced "Outin the Middle
of Nowhore” video and held a
"Happy Homosexual” action in
Hayden Leke (just minutes fiom the
Aryan Nation compound) in
rasponse 10 a local minister's
homophobie statement to the press,

nd the fun (in Idaho)

didn’t stop there. Making

CORNELtinnS In semo pon-
conventonal ways, Avenyers did
everylhing from attending Laoor
organizing seminars and local chureh
SEIVICes to pasting Messages on
America on-line, fiyering towns and
campuses and even wandering
through coffee shops and foed co-
ups in sinall towns lnaking for leal
lesbian cummmiies. The resuls
weie very rewarding. The three
counties in norhern ldaho where
local leshians and gay men,
supported by LaCROP, ran an
OUT, visible, grassreots
campaign defeated Proposition
One by much higher percentages
than the average Idaho vote. But
the tosults go beyong the defeat of
the ICA's intiative. Lesbains and gay
Men came
wgather from
all over the
region. To
celebrate the
viclory, dykes in
Lewiston, [daho
erected a gigantie 130 foo!
pink iriengle over the "L" op
the Lewiston Hill {which towers over
the town), while the Falouse Leshian
Avengers ate fire in downtown
Moseow amangst a joyeus
Cemonstration of 40 queers.

aCROP's fast major event in
idaho will be a Northemn
Idaha Lesbian and Gay

Conference, where contacts that
were madz can get together to sharz

siones and strategies as well as
planning for the start of new local
organizations like an anti-violence
project and a rural organizing
project.

avember 17, 1994 - An

historic coalition of

Leshian Avengers, Las
Buenas Amigas and Alrican
Ancestral Leshians United for
Societal Change will stace 3
masstve demorstratinn ggainst the
recist and lesbophob:c spanish radio
staton, Mega K097 3 FM. This
botd and fearlsss pratest will ke
over bth Avenue and march to the
radio statien where they will
decapitate a three-headed monster
of hate and denounce the station’s
practices which incitr: violence
aganst Launa Feshians and others.

his is not tha fi st time the
Mvangers have siruck back &t
the offending Mega: "Hate is
Not Funny! Basta Ya! Con EI Odio
No Se Juega," charted seven
Lesbian Avengers as they invaded
the radio station Iin A ygust. Grabbing
the microphones in we studios the
fearless dykes cemanded that the
statinni put an end to their rampaign
of hate and racism. T 12 quick stike
lasted less than seven minutes and
all Avengers escaped unscathad.
{ther Avengers held « walking picket
outside. lwo wea<s later
Avengers rewined ior anothar
nicket o press th. point home.
Las Vengadoras Leshianas
extgimns qus acsber con el
odio ~u st 16, que se
alengana as
consecencias

Tha Leshian Avengors will not
rest until all leshians everywhere
are free. Getupl Ger Dutt Get Dyvaged!
Join the Leshian Avengers
and Join the Strucglef

YWE RECRuUIT.

CALL THE LESBIAN AVENGERS

HOTLINE 212-967-7711 Ext.3204




